Pleural effusions associated with urinary tract obstruction (urinothorax) appear to be unusual, only eight cases having been reported since the first description by Corriere and his colleagues in 1968.1 The patient described here developed a pleural effusion associated with spontaneous perinephric extravasation of urine secondary to ureteral obstruction. However, the differing chemical composition of these fluids indicates that direct extension of urine into the pleural space, as previously suggested, had not occurred, and we propose that pleural effusions associated with urinary tract obstruction develop by another mechanism. Case report A 65-year-old black man was admitted to the Veterans Administration Wadsworth Medical Center complaining of weight loss and abdominal pain, associated with malaise, anorexia, constipation, and frequent postprandial vomiting. One week before admission a chest radiograph and barium studies were reported as normal. 
